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ABSTRACT

The present study is about the devotion that is overtly expressed in a variety of
verses composed by the poet Saint Meerabai who lived in the 16" century and was
contemporaneous to many Saints of the Bhakti Movement including the cobbler
Saint Ravidas whom Meera considered her spiritual guide. The study brings out the

idea expressed in the title that Meera’s devotion to Lord Krishna expressed in her
\ verses finds no parallel in any of the compositions of other Saints of the Bhakti
Movement. The study finally establishes Meera as a devotee of Krishna for whom
Dr.VIVEK CHAUHAN the Lord is the ultimate refuge and that the giving up of worldly ties is the only key

o ) to the emancipation of the individual soul or atma.
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Meerabai was born into a Royal Rajput family in Kudki, Pali district, Rajasthan. She spent her childhood
in Merta and became one of the greatest poet saints and devotees of Lord Krishna of all times. Her deep seated
devotion to Lord Krishna has its roots in her childhood, when as a child of 5 or 6 years of age, on observing a
wedding procession, asked her mother who would be her groom ? To which her mother jestingly remarked that
Lord Krishna would be her groom. Since then, Meera, with her utter innocence, cherished the image of Krishna
taking Him to be her husband in a literal sense.

Since Meera had given away her heart to Krishna, she was unwilling to marry any mortal. But as is the
custom among traditional Indian families, she was compelled to marry Prince Bhojraj, the crown Prince of Mewar
in 1516. Even then, her mind was solely given to the constant remembrance of Krishna whom she considered
her Lord for all lives. Once while she was busy composing some verses and singing them, King Bhojraj, her
husband asked her what she was singing. She replied, smiling, TI'U'I'ITrﬁ, %ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ{[ﬂml O King !'|
sing the praises of Govind (Lord Krishna). Mira then continued to compose poems and sing them praising the
Lord despite the unhappiness it might have caused the Rana.

Renunciation came to Meera gradually as she lost interest in the palace and the people inhabiting it. For
her Lord Krishna was now the only reality and the world around her failed to interest her with all its allurements.
Her heart was full of the sadness of separation from her Beloved Lord Krishna. She sang her heart out, calling
out to her Shyam to listen to her pleadings. This is what she sang :
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The song above means the following:

O Shyam ! Listen to my piteous cry since | have become your slave. Having become mad for thy vision,
the agony of separation sears my limbs. Having become a renunciate on your account, | shall sing your glory
throughout the town, crying out your name in every corner. Having smeared my limbs with the holy ash and
having a deerskin for my clothing, | am reducing my body to a naught. Even today | roam the dense forests
looking for my eternal companion weeping before every creeper. O people, | ultimately found my Giridhar who
will assuage my sorrows and give profound joy. Now every pore of my being is suffused with His presence and
the heart has lost the restlessness. | am ever the slave of thy feet.

Sri Bankey Behari, in his preface to the book The Story of Mira Bai has the following lines to offer in the
praise of Meera, "To me Mira is the moth that burnt itself in the candle of love for Giridhar and for all times filled
the temple of devotion with fragrance. Undaunted by fire or frown, unperturbed by persecutions, this devotee
of Sri Krsna sang her songs of princely renunciation and self surrender that shall infuse courage in the aspirant
on the path of Love."(Behari Preface)

Meerabai was a renunciate for the rest of her life and this is what Swami Nilotpal proclaims in his book,

"IIed A ST ST o) HRT &1 Sila U foR faRfgt wrsftaa & 1"( Nilotpal 19)

Her renunciation now reached a climax when her husband, king Bhojraj, would invariably find fault with
her for her devotion to Krishna and her services to sadhus who came to the palace for alms. Matters reached a
breaking point when it was reported to the king that Meera has a lover whom she meets in secrecy. The incident
relates to Lord Krishna's physical appearance in front of Meera one evening when she sang her heart out
resulting in her swooning away in ecstasy. It is reported that Krishna appeared to her and comforted her; Meera
fell at His feet crying out to him with all her heart and soul. It appears that guards reported this to the king who,
from then onwards, was bent on punishing her for encouraging a secret paramour who came to meet her. It
appears the king now wanted to get rid of her before her affairs came to light among the common people.
Bhojraj consulted with the closest of his ministers who suggested several clever ways of getting rid of her. The
following verses clearly describe the different ways in which the killing of Meera was planned :

HRT A HE g TorT | |ig fUerT rom dear, TR gy feai g |
T 4T 5F 3T AT, ARPRTA TS U 11111 S8R BT TET 0T W54, 3Yd I9e 9914 |
=1 Y o fila arft, 81 7S SR U= 112 11 (Brahmachari 103,104)

Meera was ever immersed in singing the glory of Lord Krishna. In the meanwhile, the King sent a basket
enclosing a venomous snake to Meera which she took in her hands and when, after her bath, as she opened it
before her worship she found in the basket the sacred Salagrama stone (which is used for worship of Vishnu).
This trick of killing her having failed, another day, the king sent her a cup of poison which the Lord turned into
ambrosia. After bath when Meera drank it, it assimilated into her and made her immortal.

Ultimately Meera was tired of being harassed by the King and therefore she decided to abandon Chittor
and go to a place where she could peacefully carry on her personal austerity and the service of the holy and the
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poor. Having decided to leave Chittor, Meera had made her aims, objectives and advice very clear and these she
beautifully enshrined in the following verses :

3q AR foare , BR fRxe foren & 7 | R wais feat qame, s Ak fears v
HR1 93} gga B, 359 Sod IH | AT HIKT ATYDT, IR AR T gl S 11111
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The meaning of the foregoing verses goes as follows:

The name of the Lord is etched in my heart and now | cannot forget it. My true preceptor has told me
this and hence | cannot forget it. Meera resides in the palace and sitting or standing she keeps reciting the name
of the Lord and keeps serving the sadhus who arrive at the palace. Apart from this, there is no other work for
Meera. Ranaji asked, "What does she keep doing? She replied that she had played the gamble of the Lord's
name and her profit kept doubling day after day. On account of my detachment | drink only a shell full of water
and eat only for four months. This implies that my food consumption has come down greatly. Ranaji asked me
many questions, but | only heard and never replied to his queries. At this he got angry and sent me a cup of
poison, telling the bearer, “Give this cup of poison into the hands of Meera who is of the lineage of the
Medatiyas.” | drank the cup of poison taking it to be ambrosia, and nothing happened to me since Lord Giridhar
is ever protecting me. After having drunk the cup of poison, | started to do bhajans at the same place. | told him,
“You cannot kill me since there is someone else who is my life giver” At this the Rana was infuriated with me
and proclaimed, “ | shall strike you dead with a sword.” | replied, “Killing of a woman will beget you sin, and
therefore you could send me away to my parents at Merta.” Rana was angry with me for nothing. He did not
have even a bit of love in his heart. Rana never understood the power of uttering the name of God, otherwise |
would have taken him to heaven along with me. | have stopped wearing ornaments and have started adorning
my forehead with the sacred tilak. | am in the refuge of my Lord. If the world is bent on criticising me, let it do
so. The Lord's name itself is my rosary and my character itself is my adornment. O my Lord ! Shower thy grace
on me. | shall again wear the sword. Bullocks were yoked to the cart, all her luggage was loaded onto the camel's
back, and thus she started her journey towards Merta. Just think, how could | break away all connections with
my Lord, who has been my husband for so many lives. When | had left the house, Rana sent a messenger on a
bull's back telling him to persuade me to return since Rana had realised that | was the one who could salvage
the family of the Sisodias. It had appeared to everybody that Rathore's daughter Meera was leaving on account
of annoyance. | told the messenger mounted on the bull, "You better turn back your bull since | will never set
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foot in Chittor again. | have left home with a valourous resolve and hence for me there is hardly a difference
between a Rana or a Rao. The rider of the bull said, " All the worldly people will criticise, all the people of the
family will feel crestfallen, this will be utterly shameful for the entire clan that your mind became sad and you
got annoyed and left the family.” Meera said ,” | am lost in love. The price of this devotee is poison. | ever lose
myself in the chanting of the name of the Lord and thus the daughter of Rathore is blessed forever.” Thus Meera
left Mewar and started to stay at her home in Merta. But things were not smooth politically. Merta was being
made weak by various attacks from Islamic rulers. Political unrest was brewing in and around Merta. Soon Merta
became a vassal to the kingdom of Jodhpur and so Meera decided to leave Merta. She had lost interest in worldly
people and all their affairs. Leaving Merta she travelled towards Vrindavan. As she reached Vrindavan, she
observed the Yamuna, the ever beloved of Lord Krishna, and seeing this dark river flow slowly she started to cry
Krishna Krishna. The dust of Braj that she had become crazy singing about, now she started to fall and bathe in
the same dust of Braj so Dear to Krishna. Observing the shady Kadamba trees on the banks of the Yamuna and
the lush green creepers surrounding them, the mind of Meera started to dance. Just like a fish that has been
thrown out of water wriggles to go back to its source, is alive because it is coated with wet mud, and ultimately
when it rains, it is thrown back into water and finds heaven. In the same fashion Meera felt at home in finding
herself in Vrindavan the abode of her beloved Lord Krishna. As Meera started to glance at Vanshivat (The tree
in the shade of which Krishna played the flute) she immediately swooned on account of ecstasy. When she came
to herself again she shouted,”O Shyam ! Let me listen to your divine flute once again! “ Meera stood there
thirsting to hear the flute of the Lord. At that instant she saw her Lord, her Bankey Bihari in his pristine glory.
She fell at His feet and started to sing this song:

BRI YOI §id [t &1 1 1R gope a1 faae favm, o s &t i
3eR AR W 4t go1a, gt Rgma wen wrd #1178 o4 T wE Hg Wi, wiea fAiaraf «t

Il (115)

It means as follows: My salutations to Lord Bankey Bihari who wears the peacock plume, whose forehead
is adorned with a tilak and who wears long earrings. He plays the flute on his sweet lips and he is the ever beloved
of Radhaji. Seeing such an image of Mohan Giridhari Meera was lost in ecstasy.

As she was roaming in the streets of Vrindavan reminiscing the leelas of her Lord, she broke forth into
another song that spoke of a cowherd maiden who had originally come to sell yoghurt in the market of Bra;j.
Observing the beautiful form of Krishna she forgot the word curd and remembered only the word Shyam started
saying ‘O somebody take this Dark Beautiful One”. This is how the song goes:

I 5ol § &g & & 211 & Aot RR get o, 3 fird srarHg S s

et Y T Ot T W), @ A DIS WTH T | gerad o Al |, ST TS W 7
i 1 HRT & uy FIfveR AR, e md o= FaiAT 11 (116)

Meera was infused with the intoxication of the beauty of her Shyam who seemed to pervade every atom
of Braj. She kept roaming in Vrindavan observing the green plants and creepers and calling out incessantly the
name of her Lord like one in deep intoxication. Her only thoughts were that she was His servant and that Shyam
was her only Lord.

In those days six of the Goswamis who were the direct disciples of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu had come to
reside in Vrindavan. It would be more apt to say that on account of their settling at Vrindavan, the place was
now becoming a haunt for intellectuals with refined tastes and many temples were also erected owing to their
inspiration and efforts. Sri Roop Goswami had already settled here and subsequently his nephew Sri Jeev
Goswami also settled at Vrindavan. The followers of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu hold the belief that all livings
beings, being a part of nature are feminine, and only Lord Krishna, the Supreme Godhead is masculine.
Everything created is for His enjoyment and He is the only one who enjoys. His worship is done with the feeling
of Sweetness, just like the women of Braj worship Lord Krishna. Meera's worship of Lord Krishna was a little
different since it was without expectations and that was because she considered Lord Krishna as her Beloved.
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And therefore Meera' s worship was desireless, independent of anything and everlasting. It is said that one day
Meera went to have the darshan of SriJeeva Goswami. In those days the sacrifice, detachment and scholarship
of Sri Jeeva Goswami had reached the corners of this country. Sri Jeeva Goswami, being a renunciate, had the
habit of avoiding any kind of a conversation with women. When his followers informed him that Meerabai was
anxiously waiting to speak to him, he said, " Tell her to have my darshan and go away since | do not meet
women." On hearing this Meera seems to have laughed and left an answer with his disciples which was, " | was
under the impression that in the whole of this Universe the only Male is Lord Krishna and all humans are
feminine servants of the Lord. | never knew that Sri Krishna had an equal partner in SriJeeva Goswami ! " Hearing
this wisdom from Meera Sri Jeeva Goswami felt ashamed and came running barefeet to the main entrance to
meet Meera.

Meera's charisma was such that the heads of one and all bowed before her in humility. Her fame spread
throughout Vrindavan. Devotees from distant parts of the land came just to have a glimpse of Meera. When
Meera would sing, playing the kartal with one hand, her voice full of emotion, the bhajan, "I A1 RIRER Miurd
m:ﬁbﬁé" people would become still like a painting and behold the tearful face of Meera singing the glory of
her Lord. Even the least of the devoted among people would be moved by her spiritual outburst. All her actions
would be centred around the form and acts of Lord Krishna. Her mind would be immersed in totality in the
contemplation of the Divine and Magnetic Beauty of the Lord. Every second and with every breath, calling out
to her Beloved she would grow restless and start to question the plants and creepers of Vrindavan about the
whereabouts of her Lord. The tortuous lanes of Vrindavan, the dense forests, and the pristine waters of the
Yamuna would ever keep drawing her towards them. The night round she would keep crying, coaxing her
Beloved Lord at times, sometimes complaining to Him about His hard-heartedness, and oftentimes she would
keep shedding hot tears of separation from her Lord. Meera would do exactly the things that a normal devoted
hindu wife would do for her husband who was away from her. Her time spent in Vrindavan was full of love and
ecstasy. Remembering the glory of Vrindavan she sang the following lines:

ATl TgT 1 gTa- i | TR-8R gai! ST Yol , g3 Mdg s &t
forda iR aga oA § WIS gU S8t 3 | a1 RigRIA omu farT! e wxat gasit &t i
PO Poi- bR AMUBT HdG Gd gt B | HRT S 7Y MR AR, ysH= feAr R wist 1(118)

The meaning of the foregoing lines is as follows: O friend ! | like Vrindavan so much. Every house has a
tulasi plant, all worship the Lord and the darshan of Krishna is a regular affair. The pure waters of Yamuna are
ever on the flow and the food of people mainly consists of milk and curds. Lord Krishna ever adorns the gem
bedecked throne, wearing the crown of Tulasi. In every lane Radhika roams listening to the sound of the flute.
O Lord of Meera Giridhar Nagar, man’s life is insipid without the remembrance of the Lord’s name.

Meera wishes to serve her Lord with all dedication and devotion and therefore she does not wish to
spend any moment of the day away from Him. The best way to get a perpetual proximity with the Lord is by
becoming a permanent servitor of the Lord. It is in this context that Meera pleads to her Beloved Lord to appoint
her as His servant for all time. This is what she sings and prays for in the following song:

W | TgH e 3@l ot , Rrurdiare ars ra@tsit o n

TTH Y53 91T TRy, e 33 <=4 IRy | gera+ &1 fot 7ifer 8, ifde Frar IRiii2 11
TS W = IS5, YRR UIes Tt | uTg wIfer S urds, i arai IR 11
R giTe FiaiaR 98 Ta Soiwit 91aT | gera | O wR1a, Wig= grat ararn 3 i

Ha FH vgd 9919, e foa vg 9t | el & ok o, R i Aty
ST SITAT SIRT BRI § , 9 B TR | 5 WS § A1Y 31T ggra= & ardt iyl
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HRT & uy TR iRy, gau W& ot ofRT 1 el Tra wy o 3R, SrATSt & RT 1 & 11( Anand

644,645)

The following is the meaning of the foregoing song:
O Shyam ! Keep me as your servitor ! O Giridhari ! Appoint me as your servant !

Being your servant | will look after your garden, and sing your glory in the lanes of Vrindavan. Serving
you, | will receive your darshan, and my expenditure will only be the chanting of your name. Feelings and
devotion | will receive as my property, all the three things are full of relish. The peacock plume crown, the yellow
coloured Pitambar, and the Vaijayanti Mala enhance his beauty; and He grazes his cows in Vrindavan, that
attractive player of the Flute. | create high palaces, with windows in between. | get the darshan of the Dark One,
wearing a rosy saree. Yogi has come to do yoga and the Sanyasi came to do austerity. The sadhus of Vrindavan
came to do the bhajan of Hari. O profound Lord of Meera, stay ever in this heart. The Lord gave me his darshan
in the middle of the night on the banks of the Yamuna.

Finally, Meera becomes an incomparable lover of Lord Krishna when she expresses her endless pining
for her Beloved Lord in the following song that has become synonymous with Love itself :

TR AN REN AR REATA I 110 11 Teft FWR IS R Wa- fra Ay g

TE HEd R I a1 $t {59 [y o g n 1 1 garae 3t afa arae S st #1E aad g1y |
Sigdt @t i g SO oI 9 SO BN 211 TR Dt AR T 7 Si ag e T v

=1 & uy ¥R e o1 S wiaferar gl s n (1ss)

O friend !  am madly in Love and no one knows my pain. | have to recline on a bed of thorns, how do |
get any sleep. My Beloved occupies a bed in the celestial regions, how do | meet Him. Only the one who is pierced
with the shafts of love knows the pain of the one who is wounded. The jeweller knows the value of a gem and
none else. | roam from forest to forest and have failed in finding any physician. O Lord of Meera, my pain will
leave me only when the Dark One (Krishna) becomes my Physician.
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